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The Mail Robber, And How He Was Caught.

Foukteex years ago I drove from
Danbury to Littleton, a distance of forty-tw- o

miles, and as I had to await the ar-
rival of two or three coaches, and did
not start till after dinner, I very often
had a good distance to drive after dark.
It was in the dead of winter, and the
season had been a rough one. A great
deal of snow had fallen, and the drifts
were plenty and deep. The mail that I
carried was not due at Littleton by
tract until one o'clock in the morning,
i ... . i . . :......,. .. ., ..,. ......
Out LI1HI HiJlier Lur uoMiuatei v us
ed to sit up a little later than that hour
for me.

One day in January, when I drove up
my mail at uanbury, tne postmaster
called me Into his office.

" Pete," said he, with an important,
serious look, 'there's! some pretty heavy
money packages in that hag,' ana lie
pointed to it as ne spoKe. lie saitt me
money was from Boston to some land
agents near the Canada line. Then he
asked me if I'd got any passengers who
were going through to Littleton. I told
him I did not know. 'But suppose I
have not?" says I.

"Why.', said he, 'the agent of the low
er rout came in to-da- y; and he says that
there were two supicioas characters on
the stage that came up last night, and
he suspects tnat tliey nave an eye upon
this mail, so that it will stand iu hand
to lie a little careful."

He said the agent had described one
of them as a short, thick-s- et fellow,
about forty years of age, with long hair,
and a thick, heavy clumi) of beard un
der his chin, but none on the side of his
face. He didn't know anything alioiit
the other. 1 tola him 1 guess there
wasn't much danger.

"Oh ! no, not if you have not passen-
gers all the way through ; but I only told
you of this so that you might hxik out
sharp when you change horses."

I answered that I should do so, and
then took the bag under my arm and
left the office. I stowed the mail under
my seat a little more careful than usual,
placing it so ItiQiild keep my feet against
it, but beyond that I did not fuel any
concern, "it was past one when we
started, and I had four passengers, two
of whom rode only to my hrst stopping
place. I reached (iowan's Mills at dark,
when we stopped for supper, and where
my other two passengers concluded to
stop for the night.

About six o'clock in the evening I left
Gowan's Mills alone, having two horses
and a pung.

I had seventeen miles to go, and a
hard seventeen it was, too. The night
was quite clear, but the wind was sharp
and cold, and loose snow flying iu all
directions, while the drifts were deep
and closely packed. It was slow, tedi-
ous work, aud my horses soon became
leg weary and restive. At the distance
of six miles I came to a little settlement
called Bull's Corner, where I took fresh
horses. I'd been two hours going that
distance. As I was going to start, q. jpan
came to me and asked me if I was going
through to Littleton. I told him I should
go through if the thing could possibly be
done. He said he was very anxious to
go, and as he had no baggage I fold him
to lump in andmaKehiiDstiirss comiort- -
able as possible. I was gathering up
mv lines, when the hostler came ui and
aud asked me if 1 knew that one of my
horses had cut himself badly. I jump-
ed out and went with him, and found
that one of the animals had got a deep
cork cut on the oft" fore foot. I gave such
directions as I considered necessary, and
was about to turn away, when the host-
ler remarked that he thought I came
alone, I told him I did. " Then where
did you et that passenger ?' said he.

"He just got in," I answered.
" Got in from where ?"
"I don't know."

Well now," said the hostler, 'that's
kind of curious. There ain't been no
such man at the house, and I know there
ain't been none at any of the neigh-
bors."

'' Let's have a look at his face." said
I. " We cau get that much at any rate.
Do you go back with nie, and when I
get into the bung, just hold your lantern
so the light will shine into his face."

He did as I wished, and as I stepped
into the pung, I got a fair view of such
jMirtions of my passenger's face as was
not muffled up. I saw a short thick
frame, full, hard features, and I could
almost see that there was a heavy beard
under the chin. I thought of the man
whom the Postmaster had described to
me; but I did not think seriously upon
it until I had started. Perhaps I had
gone half a mile when I noticed that the
mail bag wasn't in its place under my
feet.

"Halloo!" says I, holding up my
horses a little, 'where's my mail ?'

My passenger sat on aseat liehind me,
aifd I turned toward him.

" Here fs a bag of some kind slipped
back under iny teet,'.' he said, giving it
a kick, as though he woult shovp jt fur-war- d.

Just at this moment my horse lumber-
ed into a deep snow drift, and I was
forced to get out and tread down the
snow in front of them, aud lead them
through it.

This took me all of fifteen minutes ;

and when I got in again I pulled the
mail bag forward and got my feet upon
it. As I was doing this I saw the man
taking soaetJfintj from his lap, beneath
the buffalo, and put it iuto Jis breast
pocket. This I thought was a'plstol. I
had caught the gleam of a barrel in the
starlight, and when I had time to reflect
I knew I could not be mistaken.

Abop. this time I began to think
somewhat seriously. From what I had
heard and seen, I 'soon jnajje up my
mind that the individual behind iue not
only meant to rob me of my mail, but
he was prepared to rob me of my life.
If I resisted him he would shoot me, and
perhaps he meant to perform thatdelect-abl-e

operation at any rate. While I was
pondering the horses plunged into an-
other deep snow-drif- t, and I was again
forced to get out and tread down the
snow before them. I asked my passen-
ger if he would help me, but lie didn't
feel very well, and wouldn't try ; so I
worked all alone, and was all of a quar-
ter of an hour p. tiifff my team through
the drifts.

When I got into the sleigh again I be-
gan to feel for the mail bag with my
feet. I found it where I had left it ; but
when I attempted to withdraw my foot
I discovered it had becom entangled iu
something I thought it was the buttalo,
and I tried to kick clear; but the more I
kicked, the more closely was it held. I
reached down, my baud, and after feel-
ing about a few moments, I found that
my foot was in the mail bag! I felt
again, and found py haifd iu among the
packages of letters and papers ! I ran
my fingers over the edges of the open-
ing and became assured that the stout
leather had been cut with a knife !

Here was a discovery ! I began to
wish that I had taken a little more fore-
thought before leaving Danbury ; but as
I kjjuw that making such wishes was
only a waste of tiiie, I quickly gavp it
up, anil began to consider what J had
best to do under existing circumstances.
I wasn't long in making up my mind
upon a few essential points. First, the
man liehind we was a villain; second, he
had cut open the mail bag and robbed it
of some valuable matter he must have
known the money letters by their size
and shape; third, ho meant to leave the
stage on thefirstopportunity, andfourth:
ly, he was prepared to shoot me if I at-

tempted to arrest or detain him.
I revolved these things over in my

mind, and soon thought of a course to
pursue. I knew that to get my hands
safely upon the rascal 1 must take him
wholly unawares, ami this I could not
do while he was behimd me, for his
eyes were upon me nil the time so I

must resort to stratagem. Only a little
distance ahead was a house, and an old

i farmer, named Lougee, lived there; and
'directly before it a huge snowbank
' stretched across the road, through which
a track had been cleared with shovels.

As we approached the cut I saw a light
in the front room, as I felt confident I
should, for the old man generally set up
nntil the stage went by. I drove on, and
when nearlv opposite the dwelling, stootl
up, its I had frequently done when
proaching difficult places. I saw the
snowbank ahead, and could distinguish
the deep cut which had been shoveled
through it. I urged my horses to a good
speed, and when near the bank forced
them into it. One of the runners mount-
ed the edge of the bank, after which the
other ran into the cut, thus throwing
the sleigh over about as quick as though
ligli tiling had struck it.

My passenger had not calculated on
any such movement, anu wasn t pre
pared for it; but Iliad calculated, ana
was nreDared. He rolled out into the
deep snow with a heavy buffalo robe
around him, while I lighted on my feet
directly on top of him. I punched his
head in the snow, anil sung out for old
Lougee. I did not have to call a second
time, for the farmer had come to the
window to see me pass ; and as soon as
he saw my sleigh overturned, he nau
lighted his lantern and hurried out.

"What's to pay ?" asked the old man,
as he hurried out.

"Lead the horses into the track, and
then come here," said I.

As I suoke I partially loosened my
hold upon the villain's throat, and

a pistol from his bosom, but I saw
it in season, and lumped his head into
the snow again, and got it away from
him. By this time Lougee had led the
horses out and came back, and I explain
ed the matter to him in as few words as
possible. We hauled the rascal out in-

to the road, and, upon examination, we
found about twenty packages ot letters
which he had stolen from the niau-oa- g

and stowed away in his pockets.
He swore, anil threatened, and prayed,

but we payed no attention to his blarney.
Loutree got some stout cord, and when
we had securely bound the villain we
tumbled him into the pung. I asked the
old man if he would accompany us to
Littleton, and he said "Of course .'" o
he got his overcoat and muffler, and ere
lonjr we started on.

I reached the end of my route with
my mail all safe, though not as snug as
it "might have been, and my mail-bag- s a
little the worse for the game that had
been played upon them. However, the
mail robber was secure, anil within a
week he was identified by some officers
from Concord as an old offender, and I
an rather inclined to the opinion that
he Is in the fetate prison at the present
time. At any rate, he was there when
last 1 heard from him.

That's the only time I ever had any
mail trouble; and I think that under all
the circumstances, 1 came out of it pret-
ty well.

A Leaf from History.
SLitemcnt of Edman Spanglcr, a Victim of Edwiu

M. Stanton Record of Military Justice in lsffi
Deeds of the Terrible " Council of Ten" Repealed.

Thk Washington correspondent of the
Xew York World furnishes that paper
with the following statement of h.diiian
Spangler, who was tried and sentenced
by a military commission in May, ISiio,
on a charge of being engaged in the plot
to assassinate President Lincoln, and
pardoned by President Johnson.

STATEMENT OF EDMAN SPANGLER.

I have deemed it due to truth to pre-
pare for publication the following state-
ment, at a time when I hope the tem-
per f)f the people jvill give me a patient
hearing of my arrest, trial and impris-
onment, for alleged complicity in the
plot to assassinate President Lincoln. I
have suffered much, but I solemnly as-

sert now, as I always have since I was
arraiirned for trial at the Washington
Arsenal, that I was entirely innocent of
any tore or atter knowledge ot the crime
which John Wilkes Booth committed
save what I knew in common with ev-
erybody after it took place. I further
solemnly assert that John Wilkes Booth,
or any other person never mentioned to
me any plot, or intimation of a plot, for
the abduction or assassination of Presi-
dent Lincoln ; that I did not know when
Booth leaped from the box to the stage
at the theatre, that he had shot Mr. Lin-
coln; and that I did not, in any way, so
help me God, assist in his escape; and I
further declare that I am entirely inno-
cent of any and all charges made against
me in that connection.

I never knew either Surratt, Payne,
Atzerodt, Arnold or Harold, or any of
the conspirators, nor did I ever
see any of them till they appeared in
custody. While imprisoned with Atzer-
odt, Payne and Harold, and after their
trial was over, I was allowed a few min-
utes' exercise in the prison yard. I
heard the three unite in tjsscrting Mrs.
Surratt's entire innocence, arid acknowl-
edge theirown guilt, confining the crime,
ps they did, entirely to themselves, but
implicating the witness, Weichnian, in
knowledge of the original plot to aUluct,
and with furnishing information from
the Commissary of Prisoners' Depart-
ment, where Weichman was a clerk.

I was arrested on the morning of the
loth of April, ISO.., and with llitters-pang- h

(also a scene shifter), taken to the
police station on E street, between Ninth
arid Tenth, TV sergeant, after ques-
tioning me closely, 'went' with two po-
licemen to search for Peanut John (the
name of the boy who held Booth's horse
the night before), and made to accom-
pany us to the headquarters of the po-
lice on Tenth street, where John and I
were locked up, and J.itterspaugh was, 1 - . J. I. ...... .i I. .
reieaseu, .a iter miii uoius' i niiiijieiiitJili,
I was released and brought before Juiltre
Olin and Bingham, and told them of
Booth bringing his horse to the theater
on the Hth of April, 1W5. After this in
vestigation, 1 said : " H hat is to be done
with me?" and they replied : " We know
where to find you when you arc wanted"
and ordered my release. 1 returned to
the theater, where f remained until (Sat
urday, when the soldiers took possession
of it ; but as the officer of the guard gave
an attache and mysely a pairs to sleep
mere, we reiireu at ten i .u., ami at i
A. M., a guard was placed over me, who
remained until 0 A. M., Sunday nioni-inj- r,

when I was released. I did not
leave the theater until Sunday evening,
and on our return this attache (Carlton
by name) and myself were arrested by
detective Lanar. Iustead of taking us
to the guard-hous- e, he said he would ac- -
.,,., ul..rti, .lw-,.-- t.iii.,o .ii lw,.vt. In .,.--.

all went to police headquarters on Tenth
street, and when Carlton asked if we
were wanted, an othcer sharply said
!'ll " I returned to the theater that
night, and remained the next day till
went to dinner, corner Seventh and (1

streets. That over I remained a few
minutes, when Hitterspaugh (who work
ed at the theater with me) came, and
meeting me, said : "f have given my
evidence, and would like to get sonic of
he reward."

1 wulKed out with itittu-rsnatiu- for
half an hour, and on returning to lie
down, left word that if any one called
lor Ujc, to tell them that I was lynur
down. Two Hours urtrr, I was called
down stairs to sec two gentlemen who
called for me. They said I was wanted
down street. On reaching the side walk,
they placed me in a hack and drove
rapidly to i urroii riison, wucre i was
confined a week. Three days afterward
detective, or Col. Baker came to my
room, and questioned me about the sale
hf a horse and buggy (which belonged to
Booth) and J told him all aliout it, h'eelv
and rapidly. On the day following, I

was called Into the olliee ol the prison,
in order to be recognized by Sergeant
Dye, who merely nodded his head ns I

entered and then he left. (Dye subse--j
quently testified that he was sitting on

I the steps of the theater just before Booth
fired the shot, and seeing mysterious
persons alwmt. I

I was allowed on the fourth day of mv
imprisonment to walk the prison yard,
but from that evening I was closely con-
fined and guarded until the next Sunday
at midnight, when I was again taken to
the office to see a detective, who said,
"Come, Spangler, T've some jewelry for
you." He handcuffed me with my arms
behind my back, and guarding me to a
hack, I was placed in it and driven to
the navy yard, where my legs were
nacled imd a pair of Lillie handcuffs
T .1 1 . twl .... . T irnc t,i. 1,1

boat and rowed to a monitor, where I
was taken on board and thrown into a
small, dirty room, between two water
closets, anil on a bed of filthy Life pre-
servers and blankets, with two soldiers
guarding the door. I was kept there for
three days. I had been thus confined
three days on the vessel when Cap
tain Mu n roe came to me and said:
Spangler, I've something that must be
told, but you must not be frightened.
We have orders from the Secretary of
War, who must be obeyed, to put a bag
on your head."

Then two men came and tied up my
head so securely that I could not see day-
light. Iliad plenty of food, but could
not eat with my face muffled up. True,
there was a small hole in the bag near
my mouth but I could not reach that, as
my hands were wedged down by iron.
At last, two kind-hearte- d soldiers took
compassion on me, and while one watch-
ed the other fed me. On Saturday night
a man came to me, and after drawing
the bag so tight as to nearly suffocate
me, said to the guard : "Don't let him
go to sleep, as we will carry him out to
hang him directly." I heard him go up
on the deck, when there was a great rat-
tling of chains and other noises; and
while I was trying to imagine what was
going on, and what they intended to do,
I was dragged out by two men, who lioth
pulled at me at times in different direc-
tions.

We, however, reached a boat, in which
I was placed, and were rowed a short
distance. I could not say then where
we were stopped, for my face was still
covered. After leaving the boat, I was
forced to walk some distance with the
heavy irons still on my legs. I was then
suddenly stopped, and made to ascend
three or four flights of stairs; and as I
stood at the top waiting, some one struck
me a severe blow on the top of the head,
which stunned and half threw me over,
when I was pushed iuto a small room,
where 1 remained in an unconscious con-
dition for several hours. The next mor-
ning some one came with bread and cof-
fee. I remained here for several days,
suffering torture froni the bag or padded
hood over my face. It was on Sunday
when it was removed and I was shaven.
It was then replaced.

Some hours after, Gen. Hartranft
came to me and read to me several char-
ges ; that I was engaged in a plot to as-

sassinate the President; and the day
following I was carried into a military
court and still hooded before all its mem-
bers. I remained but a short time when
I was returned to my cell for another
night and day, and then again present-
ed in this court. Mr. Bingham, Assist-
ant Judge Advocate, read the charges
against me, and asked if I had any ob-

jection to the court, and I replied " NTo,"

and made my plea of "not guilty."
They then wished to know if I desired
counsel, and when I answered affirma-
tively, General Hunter, the President of
the court, insisted mat i should not he
allowed counsel. He was, however,
overruled, but it was several days before
I was permitted legal aid, the court in
the meanwhile taking evidence with
closed doors. On every adjournment qf
the court, if only for an hour, 1 was re-

turned to my cell and the closely-fittin- g

hood placed over my head. This contin-
ued till June 10, lS(i-3- , when I was reliev-
ed from the torture of the bag, but my
hands and limbs remained heavily ma-
nacled.

On one Sunday, while I was confined
at this place (the Washington Arsenal),
I was visited by a gentleman of middle
stature, rather stout, with a full beard
and gold-frame- d spectacles. He noticed
my manacles anil padded head. I after-
wards learned that he was Mr. Stanton,
the Secretary of War. It is proper to
state that when the hood was placed on
me, Captain Munroe said it was by or-

der of the Secretary of War. My first
thought was that I was to be hung with-
out trial, and the hood was preparatory
to that act.

The first time I ever saw Mrs. Surratt
was in the Carroll Prison yard, on Capi-
tol Hill. I did not see her again until
we were taken into court the first day at
the arsenal. My cell was on the same
corridor with hers, and I had to pass it
every time l was taKen into court. 1

frequently looked into her cell, a small
room alwmt four feet wide by seven feet
long. The only things in the cell was
an old matress laid on the bricks and an
army blanket. I could see the irons on
her feet, as she was generally lying on
the mattress, and was the last one
brought into court. She occupied a seat
in court near the prison door. The seat
was twelve Inches high, and the chains
between the irons on her feet were so
short that she always had to be assisted
to her seat. She was so sick at one time
that the court was compelled to adjourn.

On the 17th of July, about midnight,
I was conveyed to a steamboat, and ar-
rived the next day at Fort Monroe, and
was thence taken to the gunboat Flori
da. I managed to get along comforta
bly for a while, though to some of our a
prisoners the officers were very cruel.

During the latter part of last October
I was placed in irons and compelled to
work with an armed sontinel over me.
I did not know the reason for this, for I
was uneoncious ot having given oflence,
and had conformed to every regulation.
I was then closely confined and allowed
to communicate with no one for four
months. The pretense for this, I after-
wards learned, sprang from an attempt
of Dr. Mudd to escape.

Col. St. George Leger Grenfel, aged (io

years, was taken sick and went to the
doctor to get excused from work. The
doctor declined to excuse him, Hp then
went to the Provost Marshal, who said
that he could not excuse him if the

Grenfel then tried to work
and failed. They then took him to the
guard-hous- e, tied him up half a day,
and then took him to the wharf, tied
his hands behind him, tied his legs to-

gether, and put a rope around his waist.
Ti.ei'e were three officers, heavily armed
who drove spectators from the wharf; I
could see and hear from my window.
The Colonel asked them if they were go-
ing to throw him in the water, ami they
answered ;Vus." He then jumped in,
and because ho could not sink, they drew
him out and tied about forty pounds of
iron to his legs and threw liiiu into the
water again, and after he had sunk
twice they pulled him out again, and
then compelled him to go to work.

The officers yhq l;ad hi mil', hand
were Lieut, liolilrison, Lieut Pike and
Captain Geo. V. Crabb, assisted by Ser-
geant

of
Michael Gleason and Assistant

Military Store-keepe- r. G. T. Jackson.
Who lied the iron o-- i his legs. I'apt.
Samuel Peebles tied up Grenfel for say-
ing that 'he was capable of doing any-
thing.' Col. Grenfel was forced to scrub
and doolher menial work when he prov-
ed so ill asfo have refused to eat Ins ra-

tions for a week. All of the officers hated of
Grenfel on account of i letter which
appeared in a New York paper, which
they stiid Grenfel wrote, about tying up
the prisoner hum) which letter was
truthful, iis others and myself were wit-
nesses to the details it 'related. One
very stormy night Grenfel, and four
others, escaped in a small boat and was

evidently drowned near the Fort.
His escape was discovered, but the

storm was so severe that it was deemed
too dangerous to pursue them, although
a steamer was at the wharf. Grenfel
frequently declared his intention of run-
ning any risk to escape, rather than, to
use his own words, "to be tortured to
death at the fort." These are only two
or three instances of the many acts of
cruelty practiced at the fort. During
my imprisonment at Fort Jefferson, I
worked very hard at carpentering and
wood ornaniental work, making a great
many fancy boxes, etc., out of the pecu-
liar woods found on the adjacent islands;
the greater portion of this work was
made for the officers. By my industry
in that direction, I won some favor in
their eyes. I wa-- s released in March of
the present year by Executive clemen-
cy.

Signed Ldmax Spaxglek.

Coaches.

Coaches are said to have been invent-
ed at the town of Kotsc, in Hungary,
and Matthias Corvinus, the king of
Hungary, to have been the first person
who ever rode in a coach. Corvinus,
however, did not reign until the last
half of the fifteenth century and we
have an edict of Philp le Bel. king of
France, promulgated as early as the
year 1:24, prohibiting the use of car-
riages by the wives of citizens; the in-

vention of the coach by the Hungarians
could therefore have been little more iu
addition of a roof, with perhaps some
other conveniences, to the carriages
then in use. Some sort of vehicle for the
purposes of luxury, or at least for the
conveyance of female and infirm per-
sons, was no doubt used in the earliest
times. Among the nations of the East,
who considered it disgraceful for women
to be seen by strangers, and who at the
same time were accompanied by their
female relatives in processions on mili-
tary occasions, covered carriages were
necessarily used in very early times, as
we find mentioned in the histories of the
Persian wars: though, if we may judge
of the vehicle of the ancient Persians by
that in use among their descendants,
we shall form but a mean idea of their
accommodation; the tuckte-rowa- n, or
traveling carriage of that nation, lieing
little better than a chest suspended be-

tween two camels.
Carriages were used by the Romans at

an early period, and their use increased
so much, that it was thought necessary
to pass a law, more than two hundred
years before the Christian era, prohit-in- g

females from using them within a
mile of Rome. The absurd prohibition
was however repealed within twenty
years, and the excitement produced by
agitating the question is a proof that
these vehicles were then much used. In
the paintings preserved at Herculaneum
tiiere are some representations of car-
riages drawn by two horses, with a pos-
tilion on one of them. These carriages
are not much unlike some of oiy post-chaise- s.

But iu the long period of barbarism
which accompanied and followed the fall
of the Roman empire, the traces of this
and almost every other luxury were ef-

faced, and little remained in the shape
of a coach but the war chariots, which
were still employed by some nations in
their battlbs. There is, however, little
delay in the introduction of luxuries.
when the possibility of indulging in them
is obtained; aud the edict ol 1'hilip le
Bel proves that women at least, used
carriages at an early period; though the
state of the roads throughout Europe
would prevent their general adoption
except in ceremonial processions, or in
the neigborhood of large towns. Even
in the streets of cities the passage of a
carriage must have been disagreeable
and difficult from accumulated mud or
dust; and to the cause probably may be
attributed the extension of London to
the westward, as the convenience of the
river passage would induce noblemen
and wealthy citizens to build near the
Thames, rather than be compelled to
wade from their city residences to their
country houses through the unpaved
street. Jn addition to the niconveni
euce, it was at first thought disgraceful
for men to ride m coaches, unless in
cases of illness or infirmity; but this is
always the case upon the introduction of
any new luxury. The time is still with-
in the memory of old persons when um-
brellas were scarcely ever used but by
females, and when the tew gentlemen
who carried such a luxurious novelty
were ridiculed and even insulted by
those who a few years later were glad
to avail themselves ot the same conven
iences.

In the fifteenth century coaches ap-
pear to have been used in processions
or other public ceremonies, rather as an
ornament than a convenience, if we may
nidge by the clumsy form of the vehicle.
The entrance of the embassador Trevasi
into Mantua In a carriage is noticed as
early as the yeariioo; and that of r red-eri- ck

III into Frankfort in a covered
coach, in 1475. It is a curious contrast to
the rapidity with which new inventions
are now adopted, that nearly a century
elapsed before the covered carriage was
introduced into England. itowe, in his
('Chronic." under the year lo-V- , men
tions the introduction iu these terms:
"This year Walter Ripon made a coach
for the Earl of Rutland, which was the
first coach (saith he) that ever was made
in England. Since, to wit, in anno 15(31

the said Walter lupon made the first
hollow-turnin- g coach, with pillars anil
arches for her majesty, being then her
servant. Also, in anno 1584, a chariot
throne, with four pillars behind tobcare

canopie with crowrie imperial on the
toppe, and behind two lower pillars,
whereon stood a lion and a dragon, the
supporters of the amies of England."
This chariot throne was ued by (jueen
Elizabeth in 15S3, when she went to St.
Paul's cathedral to return thanks for the
recovery of her kingdom from the Span-
ish Armada. At this time coaches M ere
so rare, that all her majesty's privy
council and atteiidaiitsaeeompanied her
on horseback, but they appear to have
become numerous before the end of
Queen Elizabeth's reign. In Kid), four
coaches accompanied an embassy to Mo-
rocco through the ctty of Jiundoi; and
that ofPjussia, iu the same year muster-
ed eight. A French mission of congrat-
ulation on the accession of James I.,
three years later, rode in thirty coaches
from the Tower Wharf to the ambassa-
dor's dwelling in Barbican, and return
ed to their lodgings niBishopsgatestyeet

the evening, to the adjuiruiion of 'the
citizeus,

But the coaches of the sixteenth cen-
tury were far from being the elegant ve
hicles now in use; and the common
stage, or hackney coach, is perhaps
more comfortable tlitm thu to.vitl car-
riage of Queen Elizialieth, which must
have been something like the lord may-
or's carriage of the present tiny,

of its glass windows, and laid iin the
axle without springs, like a wagon.
When, in addition to these circumstan-
ces, we consider the state of roads in
those days, we shall not be surprised
thai e'cn queens, on long journeys, pre-
ferred a pillion on horseback behind one

the officers a mode of conveyance
now abandoned to farmers' wives in re-
mote villages.

'Pile addition of glass windows to
coaehes first appears at the begining of
the seven teeth century, and that of
springs about forty years later. This
last addition, the most important of all
for the comfort of the occupant aud ease

draught, completed the coach as we
now have it. U is still what it was
then, a close vehicle suspended on
springs, and furnished with doors mid
windows. Increased skill and taste
have produced a lighter, more elegant,
and easier conveyance, but in till its es-
sential parts the co.-ii'- remains unalter-
ed.

Benefit of Deep Tillage.

It is hardly necessary, at the present
time, to explain the reasons why deep--
ening the soil increases the productive- -
ness. Few persons will dispute the fact
that the rootsof all cultivated crops pen- -
etrate in deeply loosened soil to a muchgreater depth than in a shallow soil
which has been only scratched with the
plow year after year, and under which
an impenetrable hard pan has been form-
ed by the rubbing of the soleplate of the
plow and the tramping of horses or oxen
in the annual preparation for winter or
spring crops. It is easier to break up
this hard-pa- n than to overcome the nr..
juuu.es w uicu some larmers entertain
against deep plowing.

It is now nearly a century and half
since Jethro Tull commenced his en
deavors to establish in England a deep
er and better tillage of the land than ex- -
i. l lz fVr nn1 I.n 1, ! . T T -

.T.".c wv uuiuij, us nine, fiisproposition was met with all the argu
ments that the indolent and bigoted
could collect. It was said that to plow
deeper would only bring to the surface
the inert subsoil that it would let in the
drought that the land would be chilled

that the seed of new varieties of weeds,
hitherto dormant in the soil, would be
brought to the surface and wanned into
life by the heat of the sun that the la-
bor of plwing would be increased, that
the deeper the soil the more manure it
would require. It was almost in vain
that Tull labored amomr the
ed farmers of his day, to show that his
own experience was an answer to all
these objections. The day had not yet
dawned when science was to show the
correctness of Tull's conclusions aud the
baseless nature of the objections with
which he was met objections it may be
remarked which have been reproduced
in this country, and are still used by the
advocates of shallow tillage.

The chemical researches which have
been carried on from Tull's time (hedied
1745) to the present, have demonstrated
that with few exceptions of the earthy
portions of the surfaee-soi- l, and the sub-
stratum on which it rests, are nearly
identical. That, in fact, as most culti-
vated soils are composed of merely the
more finely divided earths of which the
sub-stratu-m is composed, so the chief
distinction between the two Is, that the
surface-so- il oontaln9 a much larger pro-
portion oforganic and decomposincr mat-
ters than that on which it rests. When,
therefore, the objection is raised as to
the coldness and mertnessof the subsoil.
it may be safely concluded, that in the
majority of instances, this deficiency
arises from the subsoil not being furnish-
ed with decomposing organic matter, a
deficiency supplied when it is so far
DroKen up as to allow the roots of plants
to penetrate into it. It has been also as-
certained that by deepening the soil its
temperature may be raised, even at a
distance from the surface, an advantage
to the roots of plants. Stirring the soil
raises its temperature by letting into it
the warm air of the atmosphere.

By means of deep tillage the roots re-
ceive a copious supply of the gases and
aqueous vapor of the atmosphere, which
increase the strength and visror of the
plants. They are lietter supplied with
the carbon which they extract from the
atmosphere, and they are, to an increas
ed extent, preserved from the bad ef-
fects of long continued drought. When
a soil is loosened and pulverized to a
considerable depth, the minute spaces
between the atoms of soil attract air, as
a siHjiige uoes water, and hold it, and
this very beneficial to the rootsof plants.
Admitting then the correctness of the
principle, that, in the greater numbe
of soils, the increase of their depth

adds to their productiveness, it
remains only for the farmer to consider
now mat deeper tillage can lie accom-
plished in a practical and profitable
xiiiiixiier.

On many farmsthe ordinary nlnwm.iv
be sufficient to deepen the soil to a much
greater extent than is usual. Some per
sons eouipiain mat wnen mey plow
ueep lor corn, me crop is never as good
as wnen uieypiow Shallow, 'this may
uc iue case m meir sons, wnicn hadnever before been plowed deep, and the
:
uiuavoraoie.. . i . . i .

result, i
is occasioned

-- , , .
by- turn.

iiik uon me wnoie oi meactivesurtaee-soi- l,

and turning up too much of the
inert subsoil. Common sense ought to
have suggested to those men the absurd!
ty of this practice. They should have
proceeded gradually in the work of deep-
ening the soil, aud have enriched the
newly turned up soil with suitable ma.
nure. In these soils the best plan is to
loosen me suosou out to linnr on v n
small portion of it to the surface, or
within reach of the surface-root- s of
plants.

ihe acreable yield of the cereals and
root crops in Great Britain Is much grea
ter than in the United States. One of
the reasons for this is that the soil is
plowed much deeper. The drver a soil
and climate are the deeper should the
tillage lie. Unless a soil is naturally or
artificially drained, deep tillage will be
of little service for it is useless to deepen
into water. When a soil is freed from
stagnant water the roots of plants pen-
etrate it, draw up wholesome moisture
irom a considerable depth, and when
they decay, their ingredients enrich the
subsoil.

Steam cultivation is creating a new
era in agriculture. There are now 3,000
steam plows at work iu England, and
they till the soil several inches deeper
than the common plow, and the effect
of this tillage on crops is remarkably
beneficial, a much heavier acreable pro
duce being obtained after deep cultiva-
tion by the steam plow than after tillage
by the common plow. As yet only three
steam plows are at work in the United
States, but it is probable that these ma-
chines will soon lie extensivly used in
this country. Every Agricultural Col-li- ge

ought to be furnished with a set of
team plows and cultivating machinery.

by the farmers of the State to which it
belongs.

Students at these establisments would
be trained iu the use of these important
machines, the benefits of deep tillage
would be seen, and deep cultivation by
steam and by improved uomiuon plow's
would heuoiue general. In a recent
trial of Fowler's Steam Plow at Wood
ford, N. J., the most scepitcal acknowl
edged that steam plowing was "a sue-- J
cess," the speed of the gangs lieing at
the rate of live and a half miles an hour,
and the work done amuuiitimrto 24 acres
perday. General I'apmu, Commissioner j

t Agriculture, was on the ground, took
the steering apparatus in band and rude j
several times across the field. Here was
the right man in the right place, in eve-- ,

ry sense. tvra Jturul.

Origin of the Pew System.

One hundred and seventy voars ago
an elegant parish church at 'Alt hen. tone,
England, was, as all houses of worship

been, entirely open and available to
worshipper, nut 11 eiitermi t he mind ot
an oldurly lady that sho would prefer to
know whore to sit. It was unpleasant
to think that anytiody should bo placed a
beside her. She accordingly begged to
be allowed to put up a piece' of boarding
to screen hnrsolf from all the rest of the
world. No soonerdid this appear than
another wanted a part it ion toenahle her

onjov, as her own, some particular
spot. Then an old gentleman thought
ho would like to havoMome accomodation '

reserved for him. This closing in of the
elnireh for private purposes gave its in- -
terior such an irregular and patehv ap-- 1

that it was presently resolved
pew the whole building, which was

accordingly done, a largo share of theex- -

jiense being detrayed by a family Moll
known iu the neighborhood. And so
this pew system has grown and grown
on, until it has become ingrained in
Knglish church life.
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Random Shots.
NUMBER VII.

BY LADY GAY.
How I shrink from contact with im-

politej people. How I dread the ordeal
that must be passed whenever I meet
them. What delight they seem to take
in finding out the cost of each portion of
your dress, where you liought it &e.
Not satisfied with this, they will com-
ment uion your appearance, declare
you 'look so thin' that your 'complex- -
lon s o sallow,' and I have actually
known persons to ask: How old are
you ?

If you stay at home attending to your
own affairs impolite people wonder you
are so "oneer and unsociable.' If von nr.O"
abroad they wonder, still more, why
are 'eternally on the pad.'

Men are almost invariably impolite to
their wives. The act as if they think
that by marrying the creatures of their
choice, they have conferred an obliga-
tion that nothing can cancel.

They monopolize the fire in cold weath-
er; and will neither move, to one side
or the other. They always read thedaily
paper first, and nine times out of ten
when their wives ask a question thev
will not deign to reply. What's the use?
Its nobody but her, and if she ventures
to complain of fatigue or feeling nerv
ous he either does not hear, or flies into
a passion because she is not unlversally
cheerful aud pleasant, and perhaps to
end the matter flirts out of the room,
slamming the door imperiously and fu-

riously. Havn't I laid down my knife
and fork at the table before now just to
look at impolite people, and have ac
tually seen the 'head of the house,' help
himself to the dish before him, and gulp
down the dainty morsel, seemingly un-
conscious that others were waiting to be
attended to. How such folks craunch
their food swill down their coffee as if
they knew eternity was staring them in
the face, and it was the last swallow
they ever expect to take this side of 'Jor-
dan.' Eating, with them, is a matter
of life and death.

I am no stickler for conventionalities,
but I do love real politeness.

A Word to Women.

There are strifes aud inward warfare
in many, perhaps in most families, and
yet an impartial judge could seldom if
ever, impute the whole offence to either
side; indeed, there maybe no intention-
al offensive act, but simply the friction
of inharmonious natures, the greatest
sufferer being not necessarily the wo-
man, but the one possessing the most
sensitive nervous organization. This is
one cause of the early fading out of our
American women this and the burden
of heavy household duties, the multi-
tude of family cares. I know it is sad
to be young, fresh, and attractive, and
in a few years to be old, faded and for-
lorn, with a weight of care never lifted
from aching shoulders, and the duties
of six pressing upon one feeble pair of
hands. It is sad to see,
more sad must it be to experience. I re-
call a dozen, at least, of these hopeless
women whom I once knew as fresh
young girls; and yet I think of the hus
band of one of these hastening home
from his desk and the long column of
vexatious figures to take the ailing, fret-
ful child from the arms of the wearv
wife and mother.

Sometimes this fading of a woman'M
beauty is unavoidable. Poverty is hard
to bear, but, after all, much is the result
of placing our standard In dress, and
living beyond our means ; so much, that

nave sometimes thought the fixed
classes in the Old World, with their un-
alterable customs and costumes, really
blessed. O sisters ! when will you learn
that a simple dress of inexpensive mate
rial neatly fitted, home surrounding
suited to your means-whi- ch your neigh-
bors know as well as yourselves will
do more to win admiration ami respect,
to say noiiiing 04 eojuiori and happi
ness, then silks uud satins, velvets and
laces, in which you appear simply out
of characterand ill at ease ? This striv
ing after the unattainable is killing our
women; living in houses beynnd their
means, poorly, if at all. suiiijied with
servants; buying the most expensive
materials, leaving no surplus sum to pay
forthe making of garments; following
the constant changes of fashion; and
when some one, with merciful intent,
provides a sewing-machin- e, filling the
eisnre t nne it should have given with

endless tucking, ruffling, and embroid-
ery, till what was intended as a blessing
has become almost a curse. A woman

hould devote a reasonable amount of
both time and thought to her personal
appearance; but we destroy our charms
in our over-effor- ts to enhance them. A
little attention to the blending of colors,
to the style prevallng, to the hang of a
garment, as we women say, will do more
to produce the desired effect than nnv
amount of expensive material and trim
ming alone. Jfrarth anil Hume.

Wearing Mourning.

The following verv sensible article ap
pears in the last numlier of the Centra'
LtCtMMt. the two last paragraphs are
especially commendable.

e long for the dav when this ettinihall be obsolete.
It is unbecoming the truly afflicted

one.
The wtur aavs, hv the black gar

ments, 'l have lost a near friend. I am
in deep sorrow." But true grief doo
not wish to parade itself liefore the eve
of the stranger; much less (Kh-- s it assert
its extent. The stricken one naturally
goes apart from the world to pour out
tears. Real affliction socks privacy. It
Is 110 respect to the departed friend l
say we are in sorrow. If w eh;vegit
real grief it will bo discovered,

When God has entered a bon-- t bold Ut
the awful chastisement of death, it is
time for religions meditations and

wnli usl on the part of the
survivors. How sadlvnutnl place, thou
are the milliner ami the dress maker.
the trying on of drosses and the trim- -
ming of bonnets.

There is. something pnuttttc 111 0x0ft -
nig the vanity ot a young girl by fitting

waist, or trying on a hat, when the
corpse of a father is lying in an adjoining
room. It is a sacrilege to drag the w
ow l,,rlu from her grief, to be fitted for
S"" , 01 10 u ou.

It is often terribly oppressive to the
poor. The widow loft desolate with

half a dozen little ohilden, the family
nieans already reduced by the loiut
sickness of the father, must draw on her

'scanty purse to buy a now wanl-roln- -
throughout for herself and children,
throwing away the good stock of gar- -
ments already prepared, when 10
knows not whore she is to get bread for
those little ones. Truly may fa.-hi-on W
called a tyrant, when it robs the widow
of hor last dollar.

Surely your sorrow will not Ik
tionod even if you should not call iu
milliner to help you .display it. Do not
ln your affliction help uphold a custom
which will turn tin afflictions of vour
poorer neighbor to deeper overty as
well iis sorrow.
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